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 Functions: 
 At dressage shows a rider rides a test in a show arena.  During the test a score sheet is filled in by a 

scribe and the judge.  Once the score sheet is finished, it must be carried back to the scorers.  The 
scorers, usually located in the show office, do the math to determine the final scores for each ride. 

 A runner’s main duty is to collect test score sheets from the scribes in the show arenas and carry 
them to the scorers quickly and unobtrusively.  You don’t really run, but a fast walk is sometimes 
needed.  At large shows a show vehicle may be provided; the driver may be the runner or an official 
show driver. 

 Runners might also be asked to assist in extending hospitality to their assigned judge and to carry 
messages at the discretion of their ring steward or the volunteer coordinator. 

 While this may be a volunteer’s first show job, it is still an important one. You contribute to the 
impression the show management makes on the riders and show officials. 

 You are also a key person whose timeliness determines the speed at which scores are posted. 

 
 Attributes and Skills: 

 Able to walk quickly if needed and stand patiently for periods of time 
• Let a reasonable number of tests collect before you go to the judge's box – you don’t want to go after 

every ride, or let the scorers stand idle, but find a balance.   
• If you are not sure, ask the scorers and ring steward for advice. 

 Cheerful, polite and serious about their work 
• Like all volunteers – you represent the show management and our sport and must be:  

 Polite even if people are tense or abrupt to you 
 Cheerful, even if the day is hot or cold or the demands are hard. 

• There will be times when you can watch the show or socialize with your friends/fellow runners while 
waiting for opportunity to collect tests, but you must not forget that you are working. 

• You must be willing to separate from fellow runners when necessary for the good of the show, even if 
they are your best friend. 

 Discreet – at no time should a runner 
• Look at any tests they are asked to carry 
• Give anyone other than the scorers a look at the tests 
• Make ANY remark about any horse or rider in the competition including, but not limited to, any 

background information about the horse, rider, or trainer. 

 
 Dress Neatly 

 Check the weather forecast and dress accordingly. 
 Comfortable hard  closed-toe shoes, long pants, and a neat shirt for summer and layers for 

spring/fall/winter.  A cap or brimmed hat that will not blow away easily for summer and warm cap and 
gloves for winter are good ideas. 

 If rain is predicted, bring wet weather gear. 
 While the volunteer coordinator may have sunscreen and bug spray, there is never enough and it is a 

good idea to bring your own. 
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RUNNERS 
Procedure, Other Information 

 Procedure: 

 Arrive at least 15 minutes before the show begins and report to the volunteer coordinator to receive 
your ring assignment and location, the location of the scorers (where you will be bringing the score 
sheets), and any special instructions. 

 Go to your ring and wait for a test(s) to be completed (DO NOT ENTER THE SHOW ARENA WHEN A 
TEST IS BEING RIDDEN). 

 When a test is finished, enter the ring and obtain finished score sheets from the scribe.  It is best to 
wait until 3-4 sheets are ready for you.   

 Promptly bring the score sheets to the scorer location then return to your assigned show arena to 
obtain the most recently completed score sheets.  Repeat until your assignment is finished. 

 

 Other Information 

 A runner may be asked to stay at his/her assigned work area until relieved.  A chair should be 
available for you, and you may ask for one, as well as some form of shade where needed, but any 
tent or chair should be set up and kept 20 meters from the competition area. 

 When collecting tests from the scribe, the runner should walk quietly to the judge’s stand after the 
horse in the arena finishes the final salute and leaves the arena.  The runner should not speak to the 
judge or scribe if they are still commenting on the preceding ride. 

 The scribe or judge may ask for coffee, water, snacks, pencils, etc. to be brought back to the judge 
and scribe.  Do this while waiting for rides to finish.  NEVER interrupt the judge or scribe while there 
is a test in progress! 

 When running errands, listen for requests on your walkie-talkie (if provided), indicate who will be 
responding (use your name) and be sure you understand your errand and how to get there.  Use a 
map at the larger venues and go in pairs for safety when possible.  Return to your duty station 
immediately after finishing your errand. 

 Ask for breaks if you need one, but try to plan this so that you can get your job done too.  If you are 
cold, thirsty, or hurt in any way, tell the ring steward immediately – we care about you but need to 
know so we can address the situation. 

 If you are uncertain of your duties, or feel unsafe or unsure about anything, see the volunteer 
coordinator. 

 

 RUNNERS – WE LOVE YOU!!! 
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